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SUBJ: POSSIBLE CARTER-MITTERRAND MEETING 

1 . EMBASSY HAS JUST RECEIVED WHAT WE THINK IS A 

SERIOUS PROBE BY PS NATIONAL SECRETARY FOR INTERNATIONAL 
AFFAIRS ROBERT PONTILLON REGARDING A POSSIBLE MEETING 
BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT AND MITTERRAND. PONTILLON 
APPROACHED AN EMBASSY OFFICER FOLLOWING MITTERRAND'S 
PRESS CONFERENCE DECEMBER 1 1 . AT WHICH MTTERRAND 
HAD REFUSED SUBSTANTIVE COMMENT TO A QUESTION ABOUT 
A POSSIBLE MEETING. 

2. PONTILLON TOLD US THAT MITTERND WAS AGREED IN 
PRINCIPLE TO A MEETING BUT THAT THE MODALITIES WOULD 
HAVE TO BE APPROPRIATE. HE SAID THAT MITTERRAND WOULD 
NOT AGREE TO A TEN MINUTE MEETING SQUEEZED IN, FOR 
EXAMPLE, BETWEEN OTHER FRENCH POLITICIANS. NEITHER 
WOULD HE COME TO THE EMBASSY CHANCERY BUT DID NOT 
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APPEAR TO EXCLUDE THE EMBASSY RESIDENCE. PONTILLON 
FELT THAT THE MEETING SHOULD BE AT LEAST ONE"HALF 
HOUR. 

3. WE CANNOT EXCLUDE THAT PONTILLON MAY BE REE" 
WHEELING, AS HE SOMETIMES DOES. BUT WE ARE INCLINED 
TO THINK THAT THIS IS A SERIOUS PROBE, BASED AT LEAST 
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ON INFORMAL CONVERSATIONS HE HAS HAD WITH TITTERHAND. 
WE WOULD LIKE TO BE IN A POSITION TO CALL PONTILLON 
BACK, TO SAY THAT WE UNDERSTAND THAT HE HAS MADE A 
SERIOUS REQUEST, AND— IF ONTILLON CONFIRMS THAT HE 
HAS NOT JUST BEEN SPEAKING PERSONAL!. Y-TO INDICATE 
A SPECIFIC TIME AND PLACE FOR THE MEETING. WE WOULD 
LIKE TO BE ABLE TO TELL PONTILLON THAT THE PRESIDENT 
WOULD BE PREPARED TO MEET WITH MITTERRAND FROM 9:00 A.M 
TO 9:30 A.M. THURSDAY, JANUARY 5, AT THE AMERICAN 
EMBASSY RESIDENCE. (WITH PRESIDENT S DEPARTURE FOR 
NORMANDY NOW DEFERRED ONE HOUR UNTIL 10:00 A.M., THIS 
WOULD ALLOW TIME TO MEET WITH THE ONLY OTHER POTENTIAL 
CALLER, OECD SECRETARY-GENERAL VAN LENNEP, BETWEEN 
8:15 AND 8:45.) 

4. TO AVOID POSSIBLE RECRIMINATIONS IF PLANNING GOES 
AWRY, I STRONGLY RECOMMEND YOUR APPROVAL OF THIS 
PROCEDURE. IT ENABLES US TO MAKE THE POINT THAT THE 
REQUEST HAS COME FROM MITTERRAND (BASED TO BE SURE 
ON THE PRESIDENT'S "L'EXPRESS' 1 INTERVIEW) AND TO 
OFFER SPECIFICS FOR A MEETING SO THAT WE CANNOT BE 
ACCUSED LATER OF BEING UNWILLING TO ARRANGE A MEETING. 

5. IN VIEW OF THE DEPARTURE OF MITTERRAND AND 
PONTILLON FOR JAPAN SOMETIME WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 14, 

I HOPE YOU CAN LET ME HAVE YOUR DECISION ASAP. 
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